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Image	sourced	from	Wikimedia	Commons	
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DNA	doesn’t	lie,	but	it	
might	do	something	
weird	and	decide	to	

speak	using	only	words	
with	more	than	one	

meaning.	
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Rose	Pauwels	and	her	mother,	Rachel	
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Joanne’s	mother,	Ivy	Dormer,	1924-2019,	pictured	on	
her	wedding	day.	

Joanne’s	biological	grandmother,	Ivy	Spray,	
1907-2010.	
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Rosy’s	Spray	matches	
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Rosy’s	documented	Spray	matches	with	relationship	hypotheses	ranked	in	WATO	tree		
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Brick	Wall	1:		

Who	was	the	father	of	John	William	Riley,	Paulene’s	paternal	

grandfather?	

8	



4/15/23	

3	

Paulene’s	Spray	matches	
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DNAPainter	coverage	estimates	for	one	sister,	and	for	both.	
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Janette’s	Spray	matches	
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Children	of	Edward	Spray	(1827)	
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Above:	1891	England	Census	showing	Joseph	Spray	
(1855)	and	family	on	Elms	Street	in	Derby.	
	
At	right:	copy	of	the	birth	certificate	of	John	William	
“Bill”	Riley	attesting	to	his	mother’s	employment	at	
St.	Werburgh’s	vicarage.	

Derby	Connections?	
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Present	Day.	

Paulene’s	Research	

Above	is	a	map	displaying	the	location	of	the	vicarage	in	1880-82.	
Below	is	a	map	showing	present	day	walking	distance	between	the	
vicarage	and	the	residence	of	Joseph	Spray.	

Sarah	Ann	Riley	was	employed	at	the	vicarage.	
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Rosy’s	Spray	matches	with	Paulene	and	

Janette’s	likely	tree	position.	
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WATO	probabilities	with	Paulene	and	Janette’s	likely	tree	position	
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Rosy’s	Taylor	DNA	matches	
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Inconsistencies:	
	
Joseph,	not	Thomas,	married	Gertrude,	
and	they	had	two	daughters	and	a	son,	
Joey.	
	
Thomas	married	Alice	Thraves,	and	had	
ten	children,	though	his	location	and	
occupation	were	correct.	His	wife,	Alice	
took	the	surname	of	her	mother’s	late	
husband,	though	she	was	born	several	
years	after	his	death.	
	
William’s	location	and	occupation	were	
correct.	He	married	Harriet	Maddock,	
censuses	suggest	they	had	a	daughter,	
Mae*	and	a	son,	William.	
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Brickwall	2:	Who	was	Dan’s	biological	

father?	ALWAYS	SCREENSHOT	MATCH	

INFORMATION.	IT	MAY	DISAPPEAR.	

Dan	tested	at	Ancestry,	and	exchanged	information	

with	Rosy,	but	his	family	deleted	his	results	after	his	

death.	The	Taylor	matches	were	shared	with	him.	

There	were	no	close	Spray	matches	who	had	tested	at	

that	time.	

	

His	grandson	later	appeared	on	Rosy’s	match	list	at	

23andme.	He	matched	Taylors,	but	not	Sprays.	His	Y	

Haplogroup	there	did	not	match	a	distant	shared	

match	surnamed	Taylor.	
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Brickwall 3: Who was Mitch’s* 
paternal grandfather? 

•  ”Snowy”	Taylor?	

•  “Drove	a	lorry.”?	

•  “Played	for	[sportsball	club	name	redacted]	when	he	was	
younger.”?	

•  Mitch	matched	Rosy’s	Taylor	line,	but	not	Spray.		
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Most	Likely	scenarios	based	on	Taylor	family	records	
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We	found	weak	DNA	evidence	and	strong	documentary	evidence.	
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They	went	by	the	surname	Taylor,	but	that	wouldn’t	be	reflected	in	the	Y	haplogroup	of	
their	descendants.	
	
They	were	maternal	half	siblings,	and	no	father	was	listed	for	either.	
	
Their	mother	was	employed	as	a	lacemaker,	as	were	several	of	the	Spray	sons.	They	
were	neighbors	of	the	Sprays	at	t.	
	
Their	grandmother’s	paternity	was	a	mystery.	
	
John	hadn’t	yet	tested	at	Ancestry.	
	
	

Why	did	I	suspect	Lizzie’s	sons?	
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Revelations	from	targeted	testing	and	viewing	Mitch’s	match	list	
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William	(1860)	in	census	records	
1891	

1901	

1911	
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He’s	with	Harriet	in	
every	census	for	30	
years.	

Embrace	the	unreliability	of	many	sources!	
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What	became	of	Emily?	
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William	Edward	Taylor	(just	behind	the	flower	girl)	and	family	
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“With love, your 
Joan” 

This photo, thus inscribed, was left, along with 
several others, with Rosy’s mother in Belgium when 
her father’s deployment ended. 
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“Oh	yeah,	
that’s	Joan!”	
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Rosy’s	tree	in	the	forest	
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