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Some Background 

Colonial States  
English System of Metes and Bounds 
 
Western States 
Land Act of 1785 and Township Grids  



Background 
Colonial States English System of Metes and Bounds 
 
Metes. The term "metes" refers to a boundary defined by 
the measurement of each straight run, specified by a 
distance between the terminal points, and an orientation 
or direction. A direction may be a simple compass 
bearing, or a precise orientation determined by accurate 
survey methods. 
Bounds. The term "bounds" refers to a more general 
boundary description, such as along a certain 
watercourse, a stone wall, an adjoining public road way, or 
an existing building. 
  
 

http://www.ask.com/wiki/Road?qsrc=3044


Surveying Tools 



Surveying the Country 



James Taylor’s Land Patent 
13 October 1686 



James Taylor’s Land Description 
 

James Taylor Patent 950 acres in the freshes of the Mattaponi River being the 
divident  the said Taylor liveth on   13 Oct 1686 Patent Book 7 page 520 
A   Begin at 3 pines in meadow 
A-B 104 poles by line   of   George Weston 
B-C 30 poles course N 30deg W 
C-D N 40deg W 
E John Joy's corner red oak standing by a branch 235 poles N 45deg W 
F Spanish Oak  94 poles N 45deg E 
G White Oak   40 poles N 78deg E 
H Pine by ridge path  320 poles along course of ridge path 
I Two red oaks 
I-J  128 poles SW 
J-K 93 poles S 30deg  
K-L Red Oak  146 poles SE line crosses over Torropin Swamp 
L Red Oak 
L-A 370 poles S 46deg W an ancient line dividing this land from the land of 
Thomas White 



1785 Land Act Township System 





Homestead Act of May 1862 

• Signed by President Lincoln during Civil War 

• Requirements for homesteading 
– Never taken arms against US 

• 11 states had left the union 

• Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisana, Mississippi, South 
Carolina, Texas, Arkansas, North Carolina, Tennessee and 
Virginia 

– Head of family or 21 years old and a citizen 

– 160 acres of if land was improved and lived on 
continuously for five years 

– Build a house 10 x 12 with one window  



Government Land Records 
 www.glorecords.blm.gov 

 

http://www.glorecords.gov/


Government Land Records 
 www.glorecords.blm.gov 

 

http://www.glorecords.gov/


Earth Point  and Google Earth to 
Locate Land by Township  

 • http://www.earthpoint.us/TownshipsSearchBy
Description.aspx 





FOLD3.com website for  
Selected Homstead Files 

• Paid Subscription website 

• Available at Family History Centers 

 


